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Sir: 

To highlight the distinctions of the above referenced invention over the 
prior art as interpreted by the Examiner in the Office Action of August 30, 2001, Paper 
No. 3, please reconsider and amend the above-identified application as follows 

In the Specification 
Kindly amend the paragraph beginning on line 16 of page 4 as follows: 
Another problem with conventional tube end-forming processes is side 
loading that can occur when the tubular connection is torqued. When the connection is 
torqued, the O-ring can become pinched in one area and decompressed in another area. 
The decompressed area of the O-ring becomes a leak path. Additionally, under side load 
conditions the O-ring is assured of failing when subjected to the harsh pressure, 
temperature, and vibration conditions of a vehicular air-conditioning system. 
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